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(57) Abstract: A method and 
apparatus for detecting motion 
from a digital video stream using 
MPEG (Moving Picture Expert 
Group) compression is provided. 
The MPEG encoder abstracts the 
relevant video motion data from the 
digital video stream and estimates 
the amount of motion for each 
of the 16x1 6-pixel macro-block 
of a current image frame relative 
to the corresponding 16x1 6-pixel 
macro-block of an image reference 
frame and determines, from the 
estimated amount of motion, 
whether the current frame is a 
motion frame. 
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